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The Basic  C ha llenge

T he aw areness of "som e th in g  beyond” daw ned upon 
m e a t  th e  age of five. T he trad itio n al concept of a 
personal G od had  becom e a liv ing  reality . So the 
search  s ta rte d  a t  th a t  ea rly  age. By th e  tim e I  was 
tw elve  years old I had  re ad  th e  biographies an d  life- 
stories of n ea rly  a ll th e  lead ing  Ind ian  saints. Ram- 
k rishna, P aram hansa, V ivekananda and  Ram  T irth a  
had  cap tu red  m y m ind. A t th e  age of fifteen  the 
P ersonal God w as rep laced  by “Soul F orce”. Those 
w ere th e  days of intense in toxication  and  I used to 
m ove about, w ith o u t th e  sligh test regard  fo r w hat 
w as going on around me.

NO STATIC TRUTH

W hile a t  U niversity  I stud ied  Logic, E thics, P sy­
chology and  M etaphysics. T h a t w idened m y horizons. 
I cam e to lea rn  th a t  H induism  an d  th e  H indu con­
cep t of A tm a w ere not th e  only a ttem p ts  a t  fa thom ­
ing th e  dep th  of Life. P la to  an d  A ristotle, Descartes, 
H egel and Im m anuel K a n t took m e into a  rom antic  
n ew  w orld. Sufism  th rille d  me. L ife of Jesu s  C hrist 
n ea rly  possessed me. G enera l s tu d y  of B uddhism  was 
sufficient to  m ake m e see very  clearly  th a t  th ere  
w ere -no absolu te categories in  R eality  and  th a t  it  
w as no t necessary to postu la te a fixed  an d  s tatic  
tru th  as th e  foundation  fo r m editation.

T hen cam e th e  jo u rn ey  to  th e  U nited  S ta tes of 
A m erica. My short stay  in  th e  S ta tes and  England  
m ade m e aw are of th e  im pact of scientific and  tech­
nological advance on th e  hum an  m ind. I t  inspired 
m e to  app ly  a -n ew  scientific approach to  th e  to ta l



h u m a n  life . I  r e tu rn e d  h o m e  a n d  w ip e d  o u t a ll  th e  
id eas  a n d  id ea ls  r e g a rd in g  s p ir i tu a l  life . T h e  u rg e  to  
a t ta in  l ib e ra tio n  o r M oksha  in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  sen se  
of th e  te rm  m e lte d  aw ay .

IN  B H O O D A N  M O V E M E N T

B y  th a t  t im e  V inoba  h a d  la u n c h e d  th e  B h o o d an  
M ovem en t. I ts  u n d a u n tin g  f a i th  in  M a n ’s in n a te  
g o o d n ess  a n d  its  n a tu re  of a  ro m a n tic  a d v e n tu re  to  
b r in g  a b o u t a r a d ic a l c h a n g e  in  th e  v e ry  s t ru c tu re  
o f h u m a n  so c ie ty  a s  w e ll  a s  a ra d ic a l  r e v o lu tio n  in  
th e  v e ry  su b s ta n c e  of th e  h u m a n  m in d  a t t r a c te d  m e 
to w a rd  th a t  m o v e m e n t. I  w o rk e d  in  i t  fo r  e ig h t lo n g  
y ea rs . T h e  M o v em en t m ad e  m e  v is it  p ra c tic a lly  e v e ry  
S ta te  o f In d ia . I  c ro ssed  th e  c o u n try  u p  a n d  d o w n  
a d d re s s in g  p u b lic  m ee tin g s , o rg a n iz in g  t r a in in g  cam p s 
fo r w o rk e rs , c o lle c tin g  la n d  d o n a tio n s  a n d  d is t r ib u t­
ing  la n d  to  th e  la n d le s s  la b o u re rs . I t  w a s  q u i te  a n  
e x p e r ie n c e  to  face  th e  L iv in g  In d ia .

T h e  w o rk  in tro d u c e d  m e  to  d i f f e r e n t  sy s te m s  of p o lit­
ica l th o u g h t. In  th o se  d a y s  I  m e n ta l ly  t ra v e lle d  w ith  
th e  p io n e e r  so c ia lis ts  in  E u ro p e  a n d  U n ite d  K in g ­
dom  a n d  w a s  fa sc in a te d  by  th e i r  in te n s e  d e s ire  to  
b r in g  a b o u t a  q u a l i ta t iv e  c h a n g e  in  h u m a n  m in d  a n d  
to  c h a n g e  th e  to ta l  e v a lu a tio n  o f h u m a n  life . I  w e n t 
to  Y u g o s lav ia  a n d  sp e n t s ix  w e e k s  th e re .  I  c o u ld  
fee l th a t  th e  q u a l i ta t iv e  ch a n g e  h a d  n o t  m a te r ia lis e d  
a n d  th e  o ld  v a lu e s  w e re  s t i l l  l in g e r in g — th o u g h  in  
d isgu ise . M y seco n d  v is it  a b ro a d  to o k  m e  f ro m  Y u g o ­
s lav ia  to  I ta ly ,  S w itz e r la n d , S c a n d in a v ia  a n d  th e  
U n ite d  K in g d o m . T h o se  s ix  m o n th s  b ro u g h t  th e  
re a liz a tio n  to  m e  th a t  th e  h u m a n  m in d  w a s  s t i l l  in  
bo n d ag e . N a tio n a lism , ra c ia lism , a n d  s u c h  o th e r  e x ­
c lu s iv e  lo y a ltie s  h a d  e s tra n g e d  m a n  f ro m  m an .

TH E NEW  CONSCIOUSNESS

I a w a k e n e d  in to  th e  c o n sc io u sn e s s  th a t  o n e  m u s t  g e t 
o v e r  th e  o u tm o d e d  d iv is iv e  c o n c e p ts  o f N a tio n a lism , 
N a tio n a l S o v e re ig n ly ,  w h ic h  w e re  o n ly  e u p h e m is t ic  
n a m e s  fo r  ra c ia l  ego , id e a o lo g ic a l ego . A n d  I a lso  
r e a liz e d  th a t  o n e  m u s t  g e t  th e  b e l t e r  o f th e  M in d  it ­
s e lf  w h ic h  w a s  a c r e a t io n  o f d if f e r e n t  co n d itio n in g s . 
I  w a s  fo r tu n a te  e n o u g h  to  g e t  in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  
J .  K r is h n a m u r t i .  H e  h e lp e d  m e  to  s h a r p e n  m y  re a so n  
a n d  re f in e  m y  se n s i t iv i ty .  H e  h e lp e d  m e  to  se e  th a t  
H u m a n ity  w a s  fa c in g  a  t e r r ib le  c h a lle n g e .  T h e  c h a l ­
len g e  co n s is te d  in  ju m p in g  o u t o f th e  c o n sc io u s  a n d  
th e  u n c o n sc io u s  m in d . E i th e r  th e  h u m a n  b e in g  ju m p s  
o u t o f a l l  th e  la y e r s  o f th e  m in d , w ip e s  o u t e v e r y ­
th in g  ru th le s s ly  a n d  p u s h e s  b a c k  th e  f r o n t ie r s  o f 
co n sc io u sn e ss  on  a ll  s id e s  o r  h e  b lu n d e r s  h e a d lo n g  
to w a rd s  th e  p re c ip ic e  o f to ta l  d e s tru c t io n .

In  th e  l ig h t o f th a t  r e a l iz a t io n  m y  in te r e s t  in  c r e a t ­
in g  a  n o n -v io le n t so c ie ty  fa d e d  a w a y .  I  f e l t  v e ry  
d e e p ly  th a t  no  h u m a n  p ro b le m  c o u ld  b e  ta c k le d  on  
th e  c a n v a s  o f o n e  c o u n try .  T h a t  w o u ld  d e p r iv e  m e  of 
th e  r ig h t ,  p e rs p e c tiv e  a n d  w o u ld  d ra g  m e  in to  a  f r a g ­
m e n ta ry  a p p ro a c h .  E v e ry  p ro b le m  w a s , th u s ,  e s s e n ­
tia lly  a W o rld  P ro b le m . O n ly  th a t  m in d  w h ic h  h a d  
ce a se d  to  b e lo n g  a n y w h e re ,  c o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  fu l l  
im p lic a tio n s  o f th e  w o r ld -p ro b le m . T h e  m in d  w h ic h  
w a s  e n t i r e ly  f re e  c o u ld  fe a r le s s ly  p ro c e e d  to  th in k  
a f r e s h  a b o u t  h u m a n  life.

E G O  T O R N  T O  P IE C E S

I t  is n o t e a sy  to  a n a ly s e  th e  s ta te  o f m in d  w h ic h  th is  
s ta g g e r in g  co n sc io u sn e s s  h a d  c re a te d .  T h a t  c o n sc io u s­
n e ss  p la y e d  h a v o c  w i th  m y  in n e r  life . W ith  th e  d r o p ­
p in g  a w a y  o f c o n c e p tu a l  th in k in g  a l l  th e  c h e r is h e d



th o se  so ca lled  d if fe re n t  a sp e c ts  o f life. I t  in d u c e s  u s  
ti; v isu a lise  d if fe re n t  so lu tio n s , on  d if f e r e n t  lev e ls , 
a t  d if fe re n t  tim e s , fo r im a g in a ry  d if f e r e n t  p ro b le m s. 
I t  te m p ts  u s  to  im a g in e  a n  a n ta g o n is m  b e tw e e n  th e  
in d iv id u a l a n d  th e  so c ia l goo d  a n d  th e n  to  t r y  to  
reco n c ile  th em . I t  a l lu re s  u s  to  im a g in e  a te n s io n  
b e tw e e n  th e  n a t io n a l  a n d  th e  in te rn a t io n a l  goo d  a n d  
th e n  o b liges  u s  to  re c o n c ile  th e m  w ith  each  o th e r .

SO C IE T Y  IS  A  M Y T H

T h e re fo re , I  say  th a t  i t  is a b s o lu te ly  a n d  a rg e n t ly  
n e c e ssa ry  to  r e a lis e  th a t  th e  c h a lle n g e  is in d iv is ib le . 
T h e  p ro b le m  is n e i th e r  o rg a n ic  n o r  co m p lex . L ik e  
life , i t  is o n e  a n d  in d iv is ib le .

W h y  do  w e  th e n  d iv id e  it?  B e c a u se  w e  r e g a rd  so c ie ty  
as  a n  e n tity . W e th in k  th a t  so c ie ty  e x is ts ;  th a t  i t  is 
re a li ty . T h is  m y th  p la y s  a ll  th e  m isch ie f. W e h a v e  
in v e n te d  th is  m y th  to  s a tis fy  o u r  c r a v in g  fo r  s e c u r ity  
an d  to  g ra t i fy  o u r  co lle c tiv e  ego. W e c re a te  th is  i l lu ­
s io n  to  g ra t i fy  o u r  w ill  to  p o w e r; o u r  w ill  to  a c q u ire  
a n d  to possess. In  t r u th  th e r e  is n o  soc ie ty . S o c ie ty  is 
u n re a l.  R e la tio n sh ip s  a r e  re a l.  R e la tio n sh ip s  a r c  rea l 
b ecau se  w e  liv e  in  re la tio n sh ip s . L ife  e x p re s se s  its e lf  
th ro u g h  re la tio n sh ip s . R e la tio n sh ip s  a r e  p u re ly  a n d  
s im p ly  h u m a n .
I f  w e co m e th u s  fa r , w e  f in d  th e  c h a lle n g e  re so lv e d  
in to  th e  s im p le  q u e s t io n — C a n  I b e h a v e  in  su c h  a 
w ay  th a t  m y  r e la tio n sh ip  w ith  e v e ry  h u m a n  b e in g  
w ill b re a th e  lo v e  a n d  f r ie n d s h ip ?  C a n  i t  be  f re e  f ro m  
su sp ic io n , a n g e r , je a lo u sy  a n d  h a te ?  C a n  e v e ry  
re la tio n sh ip  b e  sp o n ta n e o u s?  C a n  i t  be  f r e e  o f m o ra l­
i ty ?  In  o th e r  w o rd s, c an  h u m a n  re la t io n s h ip s  b e  free  
o f a ll  p re c o n c e iv e d  n o rm s  a n d  s ta n d a rd s ?

It is v e ry  o b v io u s  th a t  a s  lo n g  a s  h u m a n  r e la t io n ­
sh ip s  a r e  m o tiv a te d  by  e x c lu s iv e  lo y a ltie s  a n d  re g ­
u la te d  by  p re d e te rm in e d  se ts  o f r ig id  n o rm s , th e y

c a n n o t b e  sp o n ta n e o u s . E v e ry  o n e  w ill  t r y  to  r e la te  
h is  w o rd s  a n d  a c tio n s — n a y — ev e n  h is  th o u g h ts  a n d  
em o tio n s  to  th e  p r e v a i l in g  s ta n d a r d s  o f m o ra l i ty ,  
re lig io n , s p i r i tu a l i ty  a n d  a l l  th e  r e s t  o f it. T h e  in ­
v is ib le  s c re e n s  o f c o n c e p ts  a n d  sy m b o ls  w ill  a lw a y s  
p re v e n t  tw o  h u m a n  b e in g s  f ro m  lo o k in g  fu l ly  in to  
e a c h  o th e r 's  h e a r t .  T h e  sc re e n  w il l  a lw a y s  p re v e n t  
h u m a n  b e in g s  f ro m  m e e t in g  e a c h  o th e r  fa c e  to  face . 
H o w  c a n  w e  u n d e r s ta n d  o n e  a n o th e r  u n le s s  w e  a r e  
"free” to  d o  so ?  H o w  c a n  w e  lo v e  o n e  a n o th e r  u n ­

le ss  w e  r e m o v e  th e  sh a c k le s  o f t r a d i t io n a l  c o n c e p ts  
a n d  sy m b o ls?  H o w  c a n  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  s p o n ta n e o u s  
co -o p e ra tio n  b lo sso m  fo r th  u n le s s  w e  d a r e  to  m o v e  
f re e ly ,  u n le s s  w e  d a re  to  th ro w  a w a y  a l l  th e  '" o u g h ts” 
a n d  " o u g h t-n o ls ” ?

U N C O N D IT IO N A L  F R E E D O M

T h u s  w e  f in d  th a t  th e  c h a lle n g e  is to  f r e e  th e  m in d  
c o m p le te ly  a n d  u n c o n d itio n a lly .  I t  is n o  u se  a sk in g : 
" W h a t w ill  h a p p e n  w h e n  w e  f r e e  o u r  m in d ?  H ow  
w ill  th e  f re e  m in d  a c t  a n d  re a c t?  H o w  w ill  l r e e d o m  
o f m in d  so lv e  v a r io u s  p ro b le m s ? ”

F ir s t ly ,  th e  v e ry  c h a l le n g e  c o n s is ts  in  f r e e in g  th e  
m in d . T h e re  is no  o th e r  p ro b le m . S e c o n d ly , th e  f re e  
m in d  ac ts . I t  d o es  n o t  react."  T h ird ly ,  th e  m in d  in  
b o n d a g e  is s im p ly  u n a b le  to  v is u a liz e  th e  s la te  of 
th e  w o r ld  in  w h ic h  a ll  m e n  a r e  f r e e ;  in  w h ic h  a l l  a r e  
re la te d  o f th e i r  o w n  f r e e  w ill;  in  w h ic h  a ll  r e la t io n ­
sh ip s  a r e  sp o n ta n e o u s ; in  w h ic h  a c t io n  w i th  m o tiv e  
h a s  n o  p lace .

M an  h a s  g o t to  c r e a te  su c h  a  n e w  m in d . E i th e r  he  
fe a r le s s ly  m a rc h e s  a h e a d  o r  h e  e x tin g u is h e s  h im se lf .  
H e  c a n n o t  w a i t  fo r  so m e o n e  e ls e  to  so lv e  h is  p ro b ­
lem s. L ife  is  n e v e r  s ta g n a n t.

T h e  c h a lle n g e  o f c r e a t in g  a  n e w  m in d , th e re fo re ,  is 
th e  c h a lle n g e  o f m o v in g  w i th  life.



sy m b o ls  a n d  id e a ls  w e re  th ro w n  to  w in d s . T h e  ego  
w a s  to m  to  p ieces . N o th in g  c a n  d e sc r ib e  th e  p an g s  
an d  ag o n y  e x p e rie n c e d  in  th o se  d ay s . T h e  p itifu l  
co n d itio n  o f th e  m in d  w h ic h  tu rn e d  to  e v e ry  re fu g e  
v is io n a ry  a n d  im a g in a ry , d e f ie s  d esc r ip tio n .

S oon  a f te r  m y  r e tu r n  f ro m  a b ro a d  I b e c a m e  se r io u s ­
ly  ill a n d  h a d  to  sp e n d  e ig h t m o n th s  p r a c t ic a l ly  in  
bed . T h a t  i l ln e ss  g a v e  m e  su ff ic ie n t le is u re  to  go  d eep  
in to  m y se lf. T h e  sa m e  il ln e ss  c o m p e lle d  m e  to  go 
a b ro a d  a g a in  in  1961. T h is  w a s  m y  th i rd  v is i t  to  th e  
m a n  in  th e  W est.

T H E  C O M P U L S IV E  U R G E

I saw  th a t  h e  w a s  co m p le te ly  d is illu s io n e d , th a t  h e  
w as  h a u n te d  by  th e  f e a r  o f a W o rld -w a r , th a t  h e  w as  
f r ig h te n e d  b y  th e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f c o m p le te  a n n ih i la ­
tion . I  saw  th a t  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  w a s  b e c o m in g  less  
a n d  le ss  e f fe c tiv e  a s  a n  ag en cy  fo r  re s o lv in g  in te r ­
n a tio n a l co n flic ts  a n d  ten sio n s. T h e  co -e x is te n c e  of 
th e  co m m u n is t  a n d  th e  n o n -c o m m u n is t b lo c k s  h a d  
c h a n g e d  th e  c o m p lex io n  o f b o th  of th e m .
M o reo v e r, I fo u n d  th a t  so m e  o f th e  m o s t e m in e n t 
p sy ch o lo g is ts  in  th e  W e st w e re  d is sa tis f ie d  w ith  th e  
k n o w le d g e  th e y  h a d  o b ta in e d  a b o u t th e  h u m a n  m in d . 
T h a t th e  co lle c tiv e  u n co n sc io u s  is in d e s tru c t ib le  a n d  
th a t  th e  re s id u e  of ra c ia l  u n co n sc io u s  c a n n o t b e  u n ­
ra v e l le d  c o m p le te ly , d id  n o t s a tis fy  a n y  m o re . Y e t it 
m u s t b e  a d m itte d  th a t  th e  p sy ch o lo g is ts  o f th e  W est 
w e re  fo rm o s t in  re a liz in g  th a t  p sy c h o lo g ic a l t r a n s ­
fo rm a tio n  is th e  b a s ic  c h a lle n g e  o f to d ay .

T h u s  I  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  tu r n in g  p o in t. T h u s  d id  I  fee l 
o b lig ed  to  re sp o n d  to  th e  te r r ib le  c h a lle n g e . T h e  
c o m p u ls iv e  u rg e  to  re sp o n d  led  m e  to  th e  s tu d y  of 
th e  n a tu r e  of th e  c h a lle n g e  a n d  its  im p lic a tio n s  in  
e v e ry  a sp e c t o f life.

The C h a l l e n g e  is Ind iv is ib le
T h e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  h a s  m a d e  e v e ry  re sp o n s ib le  
a n d  s e n s it iv e  p e rso n  a w a re  o f th e  fa c t  th a t  a f u n d a ­
m e n ta l  r e v o lu tio n  is  u rg e n t ly  n e e d e d . P h y s ic is ts  a n d  
p h ilo so p h e rs  ra is e  a l ik e  th e  c ry  o f h u m a n  t r a n s f o r ­
m a tio n . C o m m u n is ts  a n d  n o n -c o m m u n is ts  t a lk  of 
q u a l i ta t iv e  c h a n g e  in  a lm o s t id e n tic a l te rm s . R e lig ­
ious p r e a c h e r s  a ll  o v e r  th e  w o r ld , b e lo n g in g  to  e v e ry  
d e n o m in a tio n  u n d e r  th e  su n , s h o u t  f ro m  th e  h o u se  
to p s  th a t  th e  h u m a n  m in d , a s  i t  is, is u n e q u a l  to  th e  
p ro b le m s  w ith  w h ic h  h u m a n ity  is c o n f ro n te d  to d ay . 
A ll e f fo r ts  to  m e e t th e  c h a lle n g e  a r e  p ro v in g  fu tile . 
P o lit ic ia n s  a n d  e c o n o m is ts , te a c h e rs  a n d  p re a c h e rs , 
re fo rm e r s  a n d  re v o lu t io n is ts  a r e  e n ta n g le d  in  a 
v ic io u s  c irc le . T h e y  a sk  o n e  a n o th e r — w h y  a r e  w e  
ru s h in g  to w a rd s  th e  b l in d  a lle y  a n d  w h y  a r e  w e  t r y ­
in g  to  la y  a ll  th e  b la m e  a t o n e  a n o th e r 's  d o o r?

F R A G M E N T A T IO N  IS  P O IS O N

I t  s e e m s  to  m e  th a t  w e a r e  n o t a w a re  of th e  n a tu r e  
o f th e  c h a lle n g e . W e d o  n o t re a l is e  th a t  th e  b a sic  
c h a lle n g e  is in d iv is ib le . W e s p l i t  i t  u p  in to  in d iv id u a l  
a n d  so c ia l p ro b le m s. W e d iv id e  it in to  d if fe re n t  
c o m p a r tm e n ts .  S o m e tim e s  th o se  c o m p a r tm e n ts  a re  
r e g a rd e d  a s  w a te r - t ig h l- c o m p a r lm e n ts .  S o m e tim e s  
w e  co n ced e  th a t  th e y  o v e r la p  o n e  a n o th e r .  W e  say  
th a t  th e  eco n o m ic  p ro b le m  is d if f e r e n t  f ro m  th e  
p o litic a l.  W e la b e l so m e  p ro b le m s  a s  n a t io n a l  a n d  
y e t  o th e rs  a s  in te rn a t io n a l .  W e  a r e  g e n e ro u s  a t  t im e s  
a n d  c o n ced e  th a t  so m e  p ro b le m s  a r e  e s s e n tia lly  w o r ld  
p ro b lem s.
T o  d iv id e  h u m a n  p ro b le m s  in to  su c h  c a te g o rie s  is  to 
sow  th e  s e e d s  of m ise ry  a n d  co n fu s io n . F ra g m e n ta ­
t io n  o f th e  c h a lle n g e  is  th e  b re e d in g  g ro u n d  fo r  a ll 
c o n flic t  a n d  c o n tra d ic tio n .  I t  le a d s  u s  to  th e  lo g ica l 
co n c lu s io n  of h a v in g  v a r io u s  s e ts  o f la w s  g o v e rn in g



THE CALL OF LOVE

A w ak en ! A rise!
O h! y e  in d o le n t o n es  —

A w ak en ! A w aken!
F ro m  th e  d e e p  s lu m b e r  of ig n o ran ce . 

Y o n d e r h a ils  th e  B elo v ed  

A n d  y o n d e r  r in g s  so c le a r

T h e  lo n g  a w a ite d  c a ll o f Love. 

C om e, s a y s  he , O h! com e
M y d a r lin g  o nes —

C om e a n d  r e s t  y o u r  t i r e d  sou ls
In  th e  g e n tle  a rm s  of L ove.

C om e, say s he, Oh! com e
M y lo s t ones —

C om e g en tly
A cro ss  th e  v a lle y  o f w o rd s  —

J u m p  sw if tly
A cross  th e  s tre a m  of th o u g h ts  —

L e t m e  sh o w  y o u  —  p le a se  —  le t m e
T h e  la n d  o f e te rn a l  L ove.

C om e! s a y s  h e , O h! c o m e  —
M y  s i l ly  o n e s  —

D o n 't  p la y  w i th  k n o w le d g e  —
N o r  p la y  w i th  th e  m isc h ie v o u s  m in d . 

L e t  m e  ta k e  y o u  —  p le a s e  le t  m e
T o  th e  la n d  o f  t im e le s s  L o v e .

C om e! sa y s  h e , O h! c o m e  —
M y  im p u d e n t  o n es  —

D o n ’t in d u lg e  in  th e  sm o k e  o f r e lig io n  —

N o r  in d u lg e  in  th e  i l lu s io n  o f  s p i r i t  —

L e t  m e  ta k e  y o u  —  p le a s e  —  le t  m e
T o  th e  la n d  o f  m in d le s s  L ove.

T h u s  s p e a k s  L o v e  tim e  a n d  a g a in
T o  th e  a l e r t  a n d  lis te n in g  sou ls . 

O n c e  it  w h is p e re d  s o f t ly  u n to  m e  —
A n d  I d id  th in k  o f you .

A w a k e n !  say  I  —
B e fo re  th e  c a ll  fa d e s  a w a y  —

A rise ! s a y  I  —
B e fo re  th e  B e lo v e d  p a s se s  a w a y .

Z u ric h , 16-7-62



THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE

I  h a v e  d ru n k  d eep
a t  th e  f o u n ta in  o f L ife  —

I am  n o  m o re  th ir s ty .

I  h a v e  ta s te d  en o u g h
th e  n e c ta r  o f L ife  —
I a m  n o  m o re  h u n g ry .

T im e  h a s  w h isp e re d  so f tly
th e  so n g  o f th e  t im e le s s  —

I am  no  m o re  w e a ry .

L ife  h as  u n fo ld e d  g en tly
th e  m y s te ry  o f d ea th .

I  a m  n o  m o re  sca ry .

L o v e  h a s  k in d le d  u p
e v e ry  c o rn e r  of th e  e a r th

I am  n o  m o re  lone ly .

L o v e  h a s  b r ig h te n e d  u p
e v e ry  h e a r th  a n d  h o m e

I am  n o  m o re  lo n e ly .

Z u rich . 17-7-62

DEATH

D e a th  is th e  k is s  o f life .

D e a th  n o t o f th e  b o d y  — 

b u t  of th e  m in d .

T h e  m in d  th a t  c re a te s  its  o w n  b o n d ag e .

T h i  m in d  th a t  in v e n ts  i ts  o w n  freed o m .

T h a t  m in d  q u ie t ly  v a n is h e s  a w a y  — 

w h e n  th e re  is s ile n c e  w i th in  a n d  w ith o u t  you .

T h a t  m in d  p e a c e fu lly  d ro p e s  a w a y  

w h e n  th e r e  is lo v e  w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t  you .

T h a t  m in d  g ra c e fu l ly  m e l ts  a w a y

w h e n  p ass io n  b u rn s  b r ig h t  w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t  you .

In  th e  co ld  e m b ra c e  o f th a t  d e a th  

is th e  w a rm  k iss  o f life .

In  th e  so f t  a sh e s  o f th a t  d e a th

i< th e  s w e e t  p e r fu m e  of life.

Z u ric h , 16-7-62



THE FLAM E OF FREEDOM

I  se a rc h e d  fo r  F re e d o m  —
in  te m p le s  a n d  ch u rc h e s ,

G od  w as  th e r e  a  p r is o n e r  — 
in  m a n  m a d e  cages.

I  se a rc h e d  fo r  F re e d o m  —
in  th e o lo g y  a n d  p h ilo so p h y ,

T h o u g h t w a s  t h e r e  frozen .
L ife  w a s  th e re  frozen .

I  se a rc h e d  fo r  F re e d o m  —
in  re v o lu t io n  o f e v e ry  m a n n e r ,

M ass w a s  th e r e  w o rsh ip p ed .
M an  w a s  th e r e  m u rd e re d .

T h u s  m y  se a rc h  f a ile d  — 
b u t  I  h a d  succeeded ,

I h a d  l e a r n t  th ro u g h  th e  w a n d e r in g s  
e v e ry  e f fo r t  w a s  in  va in .

I  h a d  l e a r n t  th ro u g h  th e  fa ilu re s , 
e v e ry  s e a rc h  w a s  in  va in .

I tu rn e d  a t  la s t  in w a rd s  — 
to  r e s t  a n d  re la x .

A n d  lo! th e  F la m e  o f F re e d o m  
w a s  th e r e  ab laze .

B u rn in g  b r ig h t  o n  —
th e  to r c h  o f L ove.

In  a  t r a in , 25-7-62

S IL E N C E  IS  S H Y

S ile n c e  is  v e ry  shy .
S h e  h id e s  h e r s e lf  f a r  a w a y  —

in  th e  d e p th  of h u m a n  h e a r t .  
T h o u g h t  c a n n o t  re a c h  h e r .
E m o tio n  c a n n o t  to u c h  h e r .

S ile n c e  is  v e ry  sh y .
S h e  e lu d e s  d e v ilish  tim e .
S h e  e v a d e s  c u n n in g  m e m o ry .
S h e  is  b e y o n d  h u m a n  se a rc h .
S h e  is b e y o n d  im ag in a tio n .

S ile n c e  is v e ry  shy .
S h e  w ill  n e v e r  op en  u p  —

if  y o u  d e m a n d  it  o f h e r.
S h e  w ill n e v e r  b lo ssom  o u t —  

if  y o u  c o m m a n d  it  o f h e r .
Y es  —  S ile n c e  is  v e ry  sh y .

S h e  sm ile s  on  th o se  w h o  lo v e  h e r ;  
S h e  s p e a k s  to  th o se  w h o  w a i t  o n  h e r.

S ile n c e  is v e ry  sh y .
S h e  is  e lo q u e n t —

w h e n  m in d  s p e a k s  no t.
S h e  is  y o u rs  —

w h e n  y o u  a r e  n o t.
Y es  —  S ile n c e  is v e ry  sh y .

Saanen, 26-7-62



B E Y O N D  A L L  F R O N T IE R S

W ill y o u  com e w ith  m e 
ac ro s s  a ll  th e  f ro n tie rs  

to  a b ra v e  n e w  w o rld
w h ic h  k n o w s n o t f ro n tie rs?

W ill y o u  b re a k  w ith  m e
h e a v y  d o o rs  o f o u r  p r iso n s  

w h ich  a r e  b u i l t  in  th e  n a m e  o f s e c u r ity  
w h ich  a r e  g u a rd e d  b y  th e  m y th  o f so c ie ty ?

W ill y o u  s h a t te r  w ith  m e  
a n c ie n t w a l ls  o f m o ra lity  

w h ic h  w a n t  to  s h a p e  o u r  m in d s  
w h ich  c r a v e  to  c r ip p le  o u r  liv e s?

W ill y o u  b u rn  w ith  m e
a l l  s c r ip tu re s  a n d  a u th o r i ty  

w h ic h  s tif le  h u m a n  re a so n  
w h ich  th ro t t le  h o ly  p assio n ?

W ill y o u  ju m p  w ith  m e
in to  d a rk  d e e p  u n k n o w n  

w h e re  t im e  f lu t te r s  n o t 
n o r  sp ace  en v e lo p  us?

W ill y o u  op en  w ith  m e
in v is ib le  g a te s  o f f re e  w o rld  

w h e re  m in d  l im its  n o t 
n o r  m e m o ry  b in d s  u s?

W ill y o u  co m e w ith  m e 
to  th e  la n d  of e te rn i ty  

w h ic h  lie s  b ey o n d  a ll  f ro n tie rs
w h ich  lie s  b ey o n d  life  a n d  d e a th ?

S a a n en , 27-7-62

P A S S IO N

P a ss io n  is th e  p la n t ,
th a t  g ro w s  w ith o u t  ro o ts  

P a s s io n  is  th e  f la m e ,
th a t  b u r n s  w ith o u t  sm o k e .

P a s s io n  is th e  s u n ,
w ith o u t  s h in e  a n d  sh a d o w  

P a s s io n  is  th e  d a y ,
w ith o u t  n ig h t  a n d  m o rro w .

P a ss io n  is th e  lo v e
b e y o n d  lo v e r  a n d  h is  lo v in g  

P a s s io n  is  th e  e c s tacy ,
b e y o n d  m in d  a n d  i ts  th in k in g .

P a s s io n  is p a ss io n ,
n o  w o rd s  c a n  p a in t  it 

P a s s io n  is p a ss io n ,
n o  s y m b o l c a n  s h a p e  it.

P a s s io n  is life  —
a n d  life  is  p ass io n  

if  w e  b u t  s ee  th e  b e a u ty
th a t  d e a th  d o th  b r in g  us.

S a a n e n , 6-0-62



THE ANCIENT TREE

T im e  is  th e  a n c ie n t  t r e e
w ith  i ts  ro o ts  d e e p  in  space.

T im e  is  th e  a n c ie n t t r e e
w ith  i ts  b ra n c h e s  in  th e  fu tu re .

T im e  is  th e  a n c ie n t t r e e
w ith  i ts  coo l s h a d e  o f m em o ry .

M in d  is a  m o n k e y  e v e r  re s tle s s
ju m p in g  a n d  h o v e rin g  th ro u g h  tim e.

It  ju m p s  fro m  th o u g h t  to  th o u g h t
it  c lin g s  la n g u id ly  to  m em o ry .

T h e  m in d  lo v es to  p la y  w ith  tim e
th e  m in d  lo v e s  to  d a n c e  in  space.

U n le ss  w e  c u t th e  ro o ts  of tim e
th e  m in d  w ill  n e v e r  b e  q u ie t.

U n le ss  th e  m in d  is  s t i l l  a n d  q u ie t
th in k in g  sh a ll  n e v e r  co m e to  a n  end .

V id e m a n e u e . 13-8-62 V IM A L A


